
Remember we take attendance very 
seriously at Nelson Primary – if you 
are not in school you are missing out 
on all of the amazing things happen-
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Inspiring Ambition, Achieving Success 

190 days 100% 

Very best chance 
of success 

183 days 96% 

Off to a flying start 

179 days 94% 

Less chance of  

success 

175 days 92% 

Harder to make  

progress 

Over 18 days absence 
Less than 90% 

Persistent Absentee 
(Unfair to your child) 

Attendance percentages for 

last week                        

Reception 88% 

Year 1 93.6% 

Year 2 91.5% 

Year 3 95.9% 

Year 4 94.5% 

Year 5  95.4% 

Year 6  94.7% 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Happy New Year to you all. 

This term has started well with the launch of our school 
values. These are the ideals that underpin all we do at Nel-
son and are the basis for our curriculum. We have linked 
these values to a character to make it easier for the chil-
dren to remember. So if your child is talking about these 
characters please discuss the meaning of those values with 
them and perhaps decide how these values can be shown 
at home. 

We are very proud  that we are the lead school in our con-
necting classrooms project. The link we have with our 
school in Kenya has been so successful that other British 
schools are going to link too. The launch of this major pro-
ject was in the newspapers.  

Fiona Cullen 

          Be on time for school.  

Just a reminder that the doors open at 8.40am, please 
bring your child to school at that time. Too many of our 
children have been arriving after the doors close (at 
8.50am) and are missing their reading time. They are 
then required to catch up that time at playtime.  Chil-
dren who are late for school have reported that  it is 
embarrassing and that they don’t like missing playtime. 

Roll of Honour  

This is a special board next to Ms Cull’s office. 

If a child does something special outside 

school or becomes a Times Table Titan or a 

Maths Magician their photograph will be dis-

played for everyone to see.  

Congratulations to our new Maths Magicians 

Ibnesia-Y6 

Enejda-Y6 

Sadbin Y2 

Maria-Y6 

Ridhee—Y6 

Darius –Y6 

Eliza Y6 

Abishega-Y3 

Kainat-Y5 

Dravedan-Y1 

Alisha-Y4 

Aina-Y2 

Parking around the school 

Please do not park on the zig zag lines outside the 
school , even for a few minutes. They are there to 
keep our children safe. The “children cones” are there 
to remind you not to park there. Some people are ac-
tually moving those cones so that they can park!  

Also there are other zig zag lines around the school – 
the same rule must apply here too. Remember they 
are there to keep our children safe. 



Tower of London Trip 

On Tuesday 14th January M2 and M3, two Year 4 clas-
ses, visited the Tower of London as part of their history 
topic about the Normans.  They were excited to ex-
plore the Norman parts of the castle, which included 
the White Tower as well as a walk along the battle-
ments.  They imagined they were Norman soldiers de-
fending the castle in a range of interactive exhib-
its.  Although the weather was cold and drizzly, it 
helped keep the tourists away, which gave them plenty 
of time to enjoy the royal palace. 

 

Reading Volunteers 

Reading is  a vital life skill and children do not 
make progress unless they practice at both 
home and school. At home parents can listen 
each child everyday – with 30 in a class this is 
more difficult. We are looking for adults to vol-
unteer listen to children read in school on a reg-
ular basis. If you would like to volunteer for this 
please contact reception for an application 
form.  

Reading at home every day 

Please make sure that your child reads every-
day. The more they read the better they will 
learn. If your child is in Reception or Year 1, 
please read to them.  It was wonderful giving 
out certificates to the ones who have complet-
ed their Read to me challenge.  Well done. 

Reception & Year 1 

Please make sure you return the booklets every 
Monday with their homework.  It is very im-
portant that you read to your child every day as 
this is part of their homework. 

Website 

Please log in to our NEW  website – there 
are lots of new features for you to enjoy! 
You will notice that on the front page there 
is a link to parent mail – this is to make it 
easier for parents – I hope you will use it. 

Recycle with us  

Don’t forget to use  our recycling centre. 

Please bring  

-Pens that have run out 

-Plastic bottle lids from milk and drink bottles 

-Tooth brushes and empty toothpaste tubes 

-Crisp packets 

-Biscuit packets 

-Batteries! 

- Bread bags –  

Please send in any of these used products 

with your child who can recycle it in our recy-

cling bins in school.  

Please remember to tip out the crumbs from 

the crisp and bread bags before they come 

into school. 

Exciting Visitors in Year 1 

The Meerkat workshop visited Year 1 in January as 
part of their Geography and Science unit of work. 
The children learnt about where these animals lived 
and what they ate. They were really excited han-
dling the animals and asked lots of questions. 



Education Ministers Inspired by Visit to Nelson Primary School 
We were delighted to welcome the Kenyan Education Attache to School last Tuesday. She was here, 
with John Rolfe from the British Council to launch our cluster visit to Kenyan.  

Mr Okiya and MS Clunie are taking with them 16 other teachers to visit schools in Kenya. This is a very 
special project and to recognise this, and our other global learning work, John Rolfe from the British 
Council presented Mr Okiya with the International School award. This is a very prestigious award, and 
for it to be presented by John Rolfe made it an even great triumph.  

You can see the award in our reception area. 

We were given the honourable task of hosting this global event in response to our pioneering work with 
the British Council’s Connecting Classroom Project, as well as our excellent National results.  
Nick Gibb, Minister for school standards, visited Nelson Primary School with a group of Ministers from 
Zimbabwe and Ethiopia, along with representatives from the DfE, British Council, DfID and the Education 
Development Trust. .  
Our pupils and staff welcomed the international delegates and were able to demonstrate how we have 
raised standards, in both the curriculum and school leadership. The visitors also heard how the school is 
leading the way with work by a group of schools in London and Kenya with the DFID and British Council 
funded Connecting Classrooms through Global Learning programme.  



Dates for your diary 

Holiday  School Closed School open  

Half Term 

 

INSET Day 

Monday 17 February 2020 to  

Friday 21 February 2020  

Monday 24 February 2020  

Tuesday 25 February 2020  

Spring Break Monday 6 April 2020 to  

Friday 17 April 2020 

Monday 20 April 2020  

May Day    Friday 8 May 2020 Monday 11 May 2020 

Half Term Monday 25 May 2020 to 

 Friday 29 May 2020 

Monday 1 June 2020  

Summer Break Monday 20 July 2020  Thursday 3rd September 2020 

Term Time Leave 

Changes in the law mean that the Head Teacher no 

longer has discretion to allow pupils to take term time 

leave. If you take your child out of school for any rea-

son you will receive a fine for £60 per child per parent. 

This means that the mum will be fined £60 for each 

child and the dad will be fined £60 for each child. 

The government monitors school attendance. They 

look at persistent absence. If your child has attend-

ance of 90% or less they are deemed persistent ab-

sences and we are asked to follow this up and refer to 

the Local Authority who could take you to court. At 

court, the  penalty is     either a very large fine, £1000, 

or imprisonment. Please avoid keeping your child off 

school unless they are very sick and certainly  

DO NOT TAKE THEM OUT OF SCHOOL WHEN THE 

SCHOOL IS OPEN. Please wait until the holidays. 

Parent Mail 

We are delighted that nearly all of our par-
ents have signed up to parent mail and are 
using it well. If you haven’t yet started to 
use it, this will be THE ONLY WAY TO BOOK 
AN APPOINTMENT TO SEE YOUR CHILD’S 
TEACHER in March.   

Bike Shed 

If your child would like to ride 
their bike or scooter to school 
they can park them in the 
school bike sheds at their own 
risk.  

If the bike shed is full, you will 
not be able to leave your bike or 
scooter so please get to school 
early if you are riding. 

Uniform 

Please make sure your child brings their PE kit 
in a drawstring bag. 

Rucksacks take too much space up in the cloak-
rooms meaning that coats fall onto the floor 
and become dangerous. 

We do not allow your child to bring backpacks 
or rucksacks into school. Please do not buy 
them for them. 

Learning Review Day  

Parent Drop in Support Session 

To help those few of you who have not yet 
managed to sign up to Parent Mail, there will 
be a drop in session in the community room 
to help you to get onto the system.   

The admin staff will also be there to help 
with applying for free school meals.  We will 
be sending out reminder notes closer to the 
date. 

 


