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r Sabryna and the River Spirit

The day began as usual. The ltle ones scampered about while Pa complained
of the aches in his back and the tingles in his toes.

‘Sabryna heated bread and pottage over the fire n their ld ron pot. The family
didn't have the money for a new alchemical stove like other familis in the
vilage, but Sabryna did't mind. She iked the smell of  real ire beter It smelt
honest.

Before the family ate breakfast, they stood before the shrine: three clay figures,
nestled in the nook above the fireplace. Their paint was flaky and ther limbs
cracked but,since Pa had injared his back and lost his job on Strongarm'sfarm,
there was no money for repairs. Sabryna nudged the ltle ones to remind them
0 bow their heads as Pa cleared his throat.

“Thank you, Barl, for the grain and the beans. Thank you, Sana, for light to
bless the leaves. Thanik you, Dia, for water o bless the roots.”

Sabryna broke of breaderumbs o gve to ¢ach of the figurine:stout Bar, tall
‘Sana and dainty Dia with hr lon, lowing hair

“We ar only a poor family - alowly family.” Pa went an. "W tryour best but
we arecold and hungry and our blles always rumble. Please bless us, spirits.
‘Send us barrelsof grain, baskets offuitand lts and ot of fish.” Recently, Pa's
pleas had become mare and mor despeate, and Sabryna had become more and
more certin tha th spirtswren' stening.

Afte breakfast, Sabryna ted on her apron and flled her pocket with saltfor @
day’s luck. “Time fo school”she said, leading the ltl anes outide.

“Have a good day.” said Pa, “and don't

run of with a pasing merchantt”

1 wont;” Sabryna promised. Sabryna
had never trovelled. furtherthan the
net village but she. knew that the
merchants came from towns and citis
for away. They brought tales of temples
and domes, mighty machines and magic
shows. Sabryna would love o se allthat
they described, but she knew that it wes  ©
impossible. Her anily depended on hr.
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“The vilage school anly cost a penny each forthe morning nd taught sums and.
etters. Alongside this,the children were taught about alchemy; lesons involved
mixing simple formulas and druwing dingrasms of alchemical coniroptions. 1t
‘was only the basics, but it was @ start. Sabryna hoped that her brothers and.
ssters would achieve great things one day.
1t was a long walk from thei cattage, igh on the illide, o the schoolhouse in
the valley below. As usual, they were the last to arrve and Sabryna, who was.
already fourteen, hurried her siblings through the gate as the bel rang.
“Work hard - and don't upset the teacher!” she called, befors heading into the
village to collec the days laundry work.
The village bustled. Farmhands jostled and gossiped as they headed to the
Felds. Apparently,the river was low, but the formhands said that there was no
need to worry because Mr
Strongarm had bought @
new alchemical fertiliser and.
it made the grain pop up
like a rabbit from a hole.
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Questions
. Look ot theopening pargrah.
Reording o et v s f s by s D ling ches o tingles? G,
et ok s .

2. Find and copy a word to describe each ofthe thre figurines.

Barl

sana.

3. What type of food does Pa ask th spirits tosend them? Give two examples.

4. According to thetext, what did Sabryna take out with her for a day's Luck?

5. Look at the sction beginning:
“Twon',”Sabryna promised. Sabryna had neve travelled further than the next village but
she knew that the merchants came from towns and cities far away.

Why did Sabryna wish o trave further than she had done before and what was stopping
her?
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6. Numberthe events below to show the order i which they happen n thestory:

[ The famity ate breakfst.

[ Pasaid a prayer before they ate.

] Sabryna walked her rothers and sistersto schaol.

] armbands gossiped and wen towork n the village.

] Sabryna hsted bead and pottage or th il for breabast.

7. Inwhat ways does Sabryna take responsiblity for her family and her siblings?
Giv evidence o support your answer.

8. The story is not ina realor modern setting. What evidence i there to support this
statement?
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