
 

Nelson Primary School 
Inspiring Ambition, Achieving Success 

Weekly Home Learning Tasks 

Key Stage 2 Year 6                                                                                                                14.3.22  

Reading - Please read aloud to an adult every day. Please record in your reading record book the pages that you have read each day.  

Remember to bring your book and reading record to school every day. 

Maths –  For additional maths activities login to www.sumdog.com and www.ttrockstars.com 

Spelling   https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/ complete activities on spelling shed   

influential spatial confidential substantial sequential 

martial partial essential potential torrential 
 

Comprehension                                       
 The One That Got Away 

by Jan Mark 

‘And what have we to remember to bring tomorrow?’ Mrs Cooper asked, at half past three. Malcolm, sitting 

near the back, wondered why she said ‘we’. She wasn’t going to bring anything. 

‘Something interesting, Mrs Cooper,’ said everyone else, all together. 

‘And what are we going to do then?’ 

‘Stand up and talk about it, Mrs Cooper.’ 

‘So don’t forget. All right. Chairs on tables. Goodbye, Class Four.’ 

‘Goodbye, Mrs Cooper. Goodbye, everybody.’ 

It all came out ever so slow, like saying prayers in assembly. Class Four put its chairs on the tables, collected its 

coats and went home, talking about all the interesting things it would bring into school tomorrow. 

Malcolm walked by himself. Mrs Cooper had first told them to find something interesting on Monday. Now it 

was Thursday and still he had not come up with any bright ideas. There were plenty of things that he found 

interesting, but the trouble was, they never seemed to interest anyone else. Last time this had happened he had 

brought along his favourite stone and shown it to the class. 

‘Very nice, Malcolm,’ Mrs Cooper had said. ‘Now tell us what’s interesting about it.’ He hadn’t known what to 

say. Surely anyone looking at the stone could see how interesting it was. 

Mary was going to bring her gerbil. James, Sarah and William had loudly discussed rare shells and fossils, and 

the only spider in the world with five legs. 

‘It can’t be a spider then,’ said David, who was eavesdropping. 

‘It had an accident,’ William said. 

http://www.sumdog.com/
http://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb/


Isobel intended to bring her pocket calculator and show them how it could write her name by punching in 

738051 and turning it upside down. She did this every time, but it still looked interesting. 

Malcolm could think of nothing. 

When he reached home he went up to his bedroom and looked at the shelf where he kept important things: his 

twig that looked like a stick insect, his marble that looked like a glass eye, the penny with a hole in it and the 

Siamese-twin jelly-babies, one red, one green and stuck together, back to back. He noticed that they were now 

stuck to the shelf, too. His stone had once been there as well, but after Class Four had said it was boring he had 

put it back in the garden. He still went to see it sometimes. 

What he really needed was something that could move about, like Mary’s gerbil or William’s five-legged 

spider. He sat down on his bed and began to think. 

Friday 

On Friday, after assembly, Class Four began to be interesting. Mary kicked off with the gerbil that whirred 

round its cage like a hairy balloon with the air escaping. Then they saw William’s lame spider, James’s fossil, 

Jason’s collection of snail shells stuck one on top of the other like the leaning tower of Pisa, and David’s bottled 

conkers that he had kept in an air-tight jar for three years. They were still as glossy as new shoes. 

Then it was Malcolm’s turn. He went up to the front and held out a matchbox. He had chosen it very carefully. 

It was the kind with the same label top and bottom so that when you opened it you could never be sure that it 

was the right way up and all the matches fell out. Malcolm opened it upside down and jumped. Mrs Cooper 

jumped too. Malcolm threw himself down on hands and knees and looked under her desk. 

‘What’s the matter?’ Mrs Cooper said. 

‘It’s fallen out!’ Malcolm cried. 

‘What is it?’ Mrs Cooper said, edging away. 

‘I don’t know – it’s got six legs and sharp knees... and sort of frilly ginger eyebrows on stalks—’. He pounced. 

‘There it goes.’ 

‘Where? 

‘Missed it,’ said Malcolm. ‘It’s running under your chair, Mary.’ 

Mary squeaked and climbed on to the table because she thought that was the right way to behave when creepy-

crawlies were about. 

‘I see it!’ Jason yelled, and jumped up and down. David threw a book in the direction that Jason was pointing 

and James began beating the floor with a rolled-up comic. 

‘I got it - I killed it,’ he shouted. 

‘It’s crawling up the curtains,’ Sarah said and Mrs Cooper, who was standing by the curtains, moved rapidly 

away from them. 

‘It’s over by the door,’ Mary shrieked, and several people ran to head it off. Chairs were overturned. 

Malcolm stood by Mrs Cooper’s desk with his matchbox. His contribution was definitely the most interesting 

thing that anyone had seen that morning. He was only sorry that he hadn’t seen it himself. 

 

Questions 



 

 



5.     (a)  Last year Malcolm had brought his interesting stone but the 

class had said it was boring.  

How did Malcolm feel about the reaction of the class? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

B)  Do you think Malcolm’s own feelings about the stone changed?  

 

          What in the story tells you this? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________      3 marks 



 

 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling revision. 
Please complete the following work in your grammar, punctuation and spelling revision book. It should take about 20 minutes per 
section.   If you are stuck on anything please ask your teacher the next day. You will need to bring this book to school every day.  

To be completed by Wednesday 16th March 
Prepositions pages 18,19 
Suffixes – ant, ance, ancy, ent, ence, ency page 59  

Maths Revision  - Expected Standard 

Please complete the following work in your Maths revision book.  You should study the revision guide and then answer the practice 

questions in the other book.  It should take about 20 minutes per section.   If you are stuck on anything please ask your teacher the 

next day. You will need to bring this book to school every day.  

To be completed by Friday 18th March 
Revision Book (ON PAPER) 
Multiplying by larger numbers page 17 
Square numbers page 19 
Prime numbers page 22 

To be completed by Friday 18th March 
Practice Questions Book 
Multiplying by larger numbers page 15 
Square numbers page 16 
Prime numbers page 19 

 


