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Happy Birthday, Gran

The first thing Liam noticed when he walked into his gran's house was the bright
bunch of balloons in the comer. Then he spotted the cards arranged on the table.

*Gran,” he said, flooded with guilt,*| completely forgot what day it is.”
“Don't worry, love. Birthdays aren't so important to grown-ups.™

But Liam stil fett that he ought to do something special for his gran. After all, she
had given him a fantastic present for his birthday last year. As he was thinking,
he was surprised by a loud snore. His gran had fallen asleep. Siiding silently off
the sofa, he went into the kitchen. His gran had loads of cooking stuff: surely he.
could make her a cake while she was napping...

After a rummage, Liam managed to gather some ingredients he thought needed
10 goin a cake: flour, butter, eggs, sugar and a pack of biscuits. He couldn'tfind
any scales, so he added the ingredients a bit at a time. The mixture was quite
lumpy, but he hoped it would be fine once it baked. He poured the mixture into
the baking tin and put the tin in the oven, with the oven on full. Satisfied, he
decided 1o go outin the garden with his football and wait for the cake to bake.

An hour ater, the piercing wail of the fire alarm rang out across the garden. Liam
raced back to the kitchen where he found his gran fanning the black cioud of
smoke that was billowing out of the oven.

“Liam, what on earth have you been doing?" she cried.

“I... | was just trying to bake you a cake,” he stammered
“I eit 50 bad about forgetting your birthday...”

“Well” said Gran, “This is certainly a present I'l never forget! Come on,
let's sort out this mess. You open the window and Il geta cioth.”
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What two things does Liam notice when he arrives at his gran's?

1.

2marks

Why is Liam flooded with guilf?

After a rummage, Liam managed to gather some ingredients...
What does the word rummage mean in this sentence?

Tick one box.
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Do you think Liam had baked a cake before?
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Use the text to give reasons for your answer.
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