
 

Ellipsis 

             ellipsis 

An ellipsis is three dots used to show: 

• missing words e.g. It was a sunny day and after walking  
for a few of hours, we decided to stop for a picnic. 

It was a sunny day … we decided to stop for a picnic. 

• a pause for effect e.g. We will never get there in time … it’s hopeless. 

• an unfinished thought e.g. I just didn’t know what to do …. 

Copy the sentences below, adding an ellipsis in the correct place. In some of the 
sentences, you can take out words or phrases: 


